In all cases there will be a large portion of the natural crown remaining, of various shapes, according to progress of disease.
The extending edges or surface should be filed down until healthy or strong enamel or dentine is reached, so that, if possible, all around and within the cavity a groove should be cut, here and there a hole drilled in the sound parts, as much at a right angle with the centre of the filling as can be secured, these holes being as large as strength of part will justify. This form will aid in retaining the gold, which of course must be made as solid as possible throughout, but especially at its base. 
